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Local firm's gear to help ISS crew with water safety

Patented technology developed in the Brazos Valley will be on board the space shuttle, which is
scheduled to launch Friday.

Engineers from O.I. Corp. said they would watch with anticipation as a next-generation Total Organic
Carbon Analyzer they developed is sent to the International Space Station, allowing it to be fully
manned for the first time since its inception.

The $1.8 million project took more than a year to complete.

Gary Erickson, engineering manager for O.l., said the implementation of the firm's technology would
allow astronauts to safely drink reclaimed water from any number of sources, including condensation
and urine. Once the water has been processed and purified, astronauts will use the analyzer to test
organic carbon levels in the water to ensure that it is safe for human consumption, he said.

Previously, water supplies on the International Space Station were limited, and the space station could
be only partially manned at any given time.

Officials said that O.l. began the project to develop a specialized analyzer for the space station in 2006
after being retained by Wyle Laboratories Inc., one of the nation's leading providers of specialized
engineering and scientific services for the Department of Defense and NASA.

O.l. has been designing and manufacturing TOCAs for more than 37 years, and its products are used
worldwide to serve a broad range of applications in the field of water analysis, company officials said.
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They now are working to design and produce an online analyzer for the U.S. government using the
technology developed for the Space Station project, according to a statement from the company.

The design team for the space station project was led by Gary Erickson. Team members include Noel
Bauman, Corrine Bergee, Tim Cloud, Kevin Morris, Charles Neill, Michelle Ramotowski, Nate Rawils,
Rich Simon, Armando Solar-Schultz and Karl Williams.

O.l. Corp., which does business as O.l. Analytical, designs, develops and manufactures analytical
instruments that detect, measure, analyze and monitor chemicals in liquids, solids and gases. The

company is headquartered in College Station and is traded on the NASDAQ stock exchange under the
symbol O.1.CO.
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